‘opinions, of what would be the cost of ob‘aining what he might think
a sufficie: cy of water. ' ’ 4

But, it is sald, lhe‘(}ove;nor and Couucil, not the Engineers, werg
to determine the practicabinty of the several routes, as well ag Which
vas the most northern one of them., 1t must be recollected, howey

1S it st : | er,
that they were to do so upon the reports and eslimates of ogne, |
. . R

o,

three, or perhups even more Engineers. ‘ ‘
Now our understanding of this was; that the G.verner and Coyy.
!l were first to decide the question of practicability, a« regurds ¢ gy,
supply of waler, wpon the reports of the several Enginvers, (not egiy.
mates;)—and in case of a difference of opinion among the Kngipeers -
on this subject, then to determine which were most entitled lgconﬁ.
dence—those who thought there was, or those who thought these
was not a sufficiency ot water. And after this, if the Governor apd
Council determined that either one or more of the northern routcs was =
practicable in regard lo water-—theii, 2d. they would determine upon l
the several reports and the estimates of those Engincers who believed
in.a sufficiency of water, which was the most northern practicable
10ute as regurds cost 'We say us regurds cost, for we conceived that l
the Governor and Cou: cil, from their more intimate aequaintance with |

the resources of the State, might, under the law, diffzr i opinion

from the Engineer on !ius subj-ct, and might pronounce that the mosi

northern practicable route, as regarded cost and expediency, which was,

in position the most southein; such a resuit; as we have remarked, we

conceived m'ght be hrought about, arising from the Engineer, withhis

comparatively limiied knowledge ot the resources of the State;while
~rejecting the consider .tion of absurd proj.¢ts physically practicable,

not having sufficiently narrowed down his views to 1t}

o trno moanine of
ar a Govaio L2 S ~

ihe word practi-ability; ds conveyed i the law, o ° -
We owe an apology fof having ‘given our. views of the duties of
others better qualified, and inore computent to determine what they
were than ourselves; but we deemed it necessary to say what we have,

In order to explain wore fully our notions as regarded our own
duties, | | | | .

- We have now given cur rezsous ot thirking, that under the Jaw we
Wwere not required o survey, focate, and estimate the several northern
routes, after having satisfied ourselves from &ctual exeminatior that
‘there was not a sufliciency of water on their respective summils, Still,
it may be said by some, it would have been better to have located 8
canal along the several routés, even if you were satisfied that it could
not be A'led with water. But are such persons aware ol the tme and
and expenee necessary {o make an dctual location, and an dccurate
estimate of 150 miles of canal ? A year in time for ficld operaions,

- and an expense of $40,000 would not ruflice for the making out of a2
estimate of such work, (costing at the lhwest calculation $15,000,000)
?!lat-coul(! with safery be relied on,  T'wo of ihree months field opera-
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estmate, bu: it might piove 1o be at thie same time an Hinder estimale
.
H .

o . =
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P unuer e circumsiances the law rtequired aa actual survey, jocas i




